THE KAISERSLAuTKrfN CHAPEL 



A BRIEF HISTORY 
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The story of the Kaiser slautern Chapel goes back several years, and encom- 
passes much love, considerable effort and a fair share of mistakes. In 1956, 
before the "Building Program" as such cane to Europe, a rather modest group of 
L D. S. servicemen begem the effort. Under the leadership of Branch President 
Lars Jensen, permission was solicited from mission authorities and fund raising 
projects wore started. Tr rough subsequent presidents of the * me n can Branch, 
fund raising activities continued, until by the tine the Chanel was actually 
started, they had raised in excess of 312,000.00. 

During the first planning months, it was explained by mission authorities, 
that the building would have to be built in conjunction with the Gorman L. D. fcu 



Branch in Xaiscrslaut ern. The Servicemen 



's Branch welcomed the prospect of help 



3 



from their Gorman br, thcron, and were happy to be able to share the blessings 
of such a project with them. The Servicemen were also quick to see the value 
of a fine L. D. 3. Chapel as a missionary tool. The primary goal however, was 
an- L. 1). b. Chapel for L. D. b. Servicemen. This was net just a passing thought 
with them. It was something about which thoy felt very keenly, and c6uld speak 
very eloquently. The wish ■> »s for "a hone type Mormon Chapel", with adequate 
facilities, where a full church program c,/uld be enjoyed by them and their 
families. Nc t that this was a particularly selfish desire, for they realized 
that many who contributed and helped w. uld n^ver be able- tc see the finished 
product. Their dream is perhaps significant only te these in the service; whe 
in their semi-n ma lic way cf life, are frequently faced with the frustration and 
disappointment that ernes fr.m being sent t. a 1 cati n where there are little 
or no church facilities. Facilities tv aid then in reading their families as 
Our Heavenly Father has directed. It is interesting to note the surprise and 
delight registered by now families when they discover a completely functioning 
. "M.rmon c mmunity" in the hear of Germany. It is n w a c.. mmunity that offers 
the full church program, from Priesthood tc Fast meetings and from Relief Society 
to Scouting. It is not necessary to elaborate here n the blessings derived 
from cur chapels, ;nly to point out that servicemen and their f ami lies must 
frequently go without these blessings. Yes, perhaps you would have tc be a 
member f a service family, to appreciate how much these fine people wanted this 
building in Kaiser slautern. If they could share this blessing with the German 
Saints and help the missionary program at the sane time, go much the better* 

A name that stands out in bringing about the relization of this dream, is 
that of Brother Don Lewis. The construction of a Chapel in .aiser slautern 
became almost an obsession with him. He and his wife spent countless hours 
working for the project, and when his normal tour of duty was up, they extended 
their time in Germany in order that they might continue the work. It certainly 
wasn't easy work. The going and coming of idssion Presidents, the anticipated 
Building Program, and subsequent action by the neophitc Building Committee in 
Bormany, tended to bring about a somewhat confused atmosphere. It was an Atmos- 
phere that could have boon discouraging to lesser men. But, secure in the 
knowledge that the work of the Lord will go forward, Brother Lewis Cheerfully 
continued to push for his "favorite project". 

In October of i960, £>ed Bio singer and his wife Helen were? interviewed by 
Wendell Ilendonhall for a mission to Europe f to assist in the new Building program. 
It was suggested by Brother I-iondenhall that the Biesingers put their affairs in 
order as quickly as possible because the need for help in Europe was acute. By 
June of 1961 the Biesingers together with their 3 children, Keith, 1'iark, and 
Helen Louise, arrived at Frankfurt airport. They wore immediately assigned to 
the Kaiserslautern project. Ue>xt came an introduction to President Lewis, and 
instructions to contact the project Architect tc determine a starting date. 



Brother Biesinger together with Brother Lewis, then held a nesting with the 
German Architect, Willibald Hemmer, to ascertain how quickly one project could 
be under way* The -architect stated flatly to these brother on that the plans 
were not sufficiently conpletod to set a starting date, and that he had several 
other things that had to be done, net least of which was a vacation in .august. 
He further wanted to know what particular interest Brother Biesinger had in the 
Reject. It was obvious that the architect had a complete lack of knowledge of 
the Church Building program. _it this nesting and several subsequent meetings 
he expressed extreme reluctance to even c< nsider working with the program. He 
stated that he felt secure in his stand by virtue f the q< ntract that he had 
with the Church* There are many excuses for this poor orientation of the 
architect. F6renost was the fear that if Horr Bemmer wore pushed too hard or 
too far, that he night withdraw as the architect, .and with his withdrawal wVuld 
cone the collapse of the Kaiserslaut^rn pr joct. It is not necessary to dwell 
..n this particular phase, only to print out the single cause cf the failure cf 
the program in the first one half of cons true ti one 

tfarly in boptcoiber the architect lot it be known that sufficient plans and 
preparations had boon made to make a start about the middle i f the o nth. ±& a 
result, on September 15, an -riontation meeting was hold in the Xlober Kasorne 
military chapol for both the ^icrican and Gorman Branches. Brothers Gygi , Bhlers, 
and Crandall of the Building Committee, President ii yal hunt f the West German 
Mission, and Brother Fred Biesingor were alsc there. -*.s in the case in . rientatic 
meetings, the Complete building program was explained; both the obligations of 
and the benefits to the branches. 3ecause Xaiserslaotern has 2 branches, it was 
necessary to further clarify the specific ;bligations f each Branch, ^ter 
complete explanation f the program and a question and answer session, the 
decision to accept r reject the program was put to a vote f the fries th, cd 
and t^ the Relief bnciety presidencies. The program was accepted unanim.usly, 
and the members were told that if they lived up to their premises, the Kaisers- 
lautern building project would be carried through to a successful completion. 
The foil wing day, September 16, 1961, ground breaking corim nios wore held at 
the site, -rchitcct Hemmer was there and was asked t say a few words, *ipcn^ 
other things, he stated that ho hoped he would be able to obstruct this build- 
ing s that both the members and the City of Kaiserslautern would be proud of 
it. 'tfiey were fine words, but they drew attention to the fact that he considered 
it his pr joct. It is interesting t compare the words ho spc kc thon with the 
w.rds ho spoke 21 months later at the completion Thonks giving service. On that 
occasion he warmly praised the branch membership for their accomplishment. It 
was a gratifying change in the attitude of a fine old gentleman/ 

By the time >f the ground breaking, the .architects office had gathered 
from various Gorman contractors 1 bids f < r tho construction f the complete 
r«.ugh building. The rough building in Gorman terminal ?gy, is approximately 
5<J/i? of the completed building, and includes most cf the w; rk necessary for 
the application f the roofing. The architect was ready to award the contract 
to one -f the bidding firms, ^fter having the contract read that Herr Hemmer 
had prepared, it was noted that the c ntract, if accepted, would make the 
building program unworkable. However, the contract was signed by Brother Gygi, 
and the Braches 1 st the opportunity to utilize tho building program for the" 
first one half of the construction. 

In May of 1962 Brother Frank Borg, who had replaced Brother Gygi as area 
supervisor, decided with Brother Biesingor, that any work subsequent t » the 
rough building contract must be done by the branch. This was considered the 
wise thing to do, even at the risk of in curing the warth of tho architect. 
Brother Borg felt that the building program had to be implemented in 
Kai s er s lautern * 



c very successfully installed the extensive tile and ^lass "block wcrk. as the 
uildint-r bogcxi to draw to a close, ether missionaries wore sent to help. All 
of then served well and fai thfully. There were Voider hagen, who very capable 
helped with the cabinet w rk, Wolfgang Bruns who assisted with the painting, and 
Haxiior Meters who worked with Brother Peter Van Hulten with the stucco work, All 
contributed considerably to the finish job. 

The crux of the Building; l-iissionary Pro^ror;; f cuursc, ore the Building 
Missionaries. Here, with these b ys, is whore the great challeoe of the pro cran 
lies. In Kaiserslautern, as on other. 30b sites, the boys presented many pr blensi 
However, it can be stated that the boys were a credit to thens elves and to the 
church. 

In addition to the Building Missionarjoij f brothers jDfen Lehman, WiXlian Kramer, 
Fred xtodell, and Peter Van hulten, also cane for a short tine to assist with the 
w rk. brother Lehman, with his cngenial, cheerful nature, w uld bo a great help 
on any job, as would Brother Kramer, with his life a nonunont to. his groat faith 
in the church. 

By the tine the Building Program was able to bo put into offoct, Brother 
Lewis had been replaced as Branch President by Brother Bonner Ritchie. Brother 
Ritchie proved himself to bo an excellent judge f Lien when l*e appointed his 
counselor, Arlin Si reason, to bo the head of the Branch Building Committee. The 
enthusiasm with w^ich Brother Ur onsen served in this capacity was a genuine 
inspiration to all. His attitude with the job supervisor was always, "just tell 
do what you need and I'll see that you got it", as the German Branch began to , 
falter in their obligation to care for the Missionaries, Brother Sc.rehson was 
there U step in and c .ridinatc the iOiorican Branch activities s.c they included 
this care. 

In the final stages of the project, Brother Jacob Wagner arrived from Salt 
Lake City, to assume the very difficult job of Branch President of the German 
Branch. He, together with Brother Ludwig btrottner, Brother Vidmaier, and several 
of the sweet German sisters, proved themselves to be true Latter Day oaints. They 
made a genuine effort to fulfill their obligations to the Building Project. 

Brother Biosingor noted that he ,&ad scon enthusiastic groups donate labor 
for the construction of chapels before, but never with the whole hearted enthus- 
iasm of the kaiserslautern American Branch. Brother Ritchie was responsible for 
obtaining heavy equipment that worked many hours on the new chapel. One week 
alone there were six, eight yard dump trucks, a heavy duty front end loader, a 
crane, and a Catapillar D-8 tractor, working on the job site. During that week, 
an army officer stopped and identified himself as the Kaiserslautern Post Chaplain 
He said, "I don't know how you do it. I have a post chapel that needs a small 
fence painted, and I can't even get that done." Yet never at any timo 5 from the 
first equipment obtained by Brother Ritchie to clear the job site prior to con- 
struction, to the last truck obtained by Brother George Willmore to haul left 
over materials to Darmstadt, were any improper methods used to obtain this 
equipment. Proper channels and authority were always sought. The success these 
men had in obtaining this valuable equipment shows how highly they were regarded 
by their superiors. Brother Dave otenquist, a very able craftsman as well as a 
pilot in the Air Force* would say after a days Work on the project, "Well, 
Brother Biesinger, if you'll excuse me now, I'd better get home to bed, I only 
hare six hours left before I must be on duty." Brother Gloschat frequently 
worked the cloek around on the jobsite, stopping maybe for a few hturs sleep, 
curled up in the corner of one of the unfinished r . ns. Missionary Kofcert 
Prinas often assisted Brother Gloschat on theseo all night Marathons. One turn- 
ing Brother Biesinger decided to get on the job early as he had a very busy day 
ahead. He arrived on the job abcut 5:00 A.M. expecting tj be the first one 



£eu± already on the site working with a pick and shovel was Paul Eckel. 
%U duty has been such that I've been unable to get much time in evenings or 
Saturdays said Paul, "so I figure the early hours are all that's left to me M . 
brother Ralph Pindlay was a real moral Rooster as he would arrive on the job, 
trade his colonels uniform for work clothes and become a very hard working 
"hod carrier". Brother Carbine designed and installed the very superior sound 
system. Not only did he donate time and talent, buty also managed to have a 
hard time remembering to turn in all of his expenses that he incured while 
fulfilling his assignment. Brother Telford probably did less talking per 
hours worked that any other member of the branch. "Just give me a job and 
I'll do my best, to do it", ho would say, and that would be the last heard from 
Brother Telford until he needed more work. The fine pulpit and sacrament table 
will always be a credit to the diligence of Brother William Haygood. Brother 
Haygood is an exceptionally talented cabinet maker, and the Branch was very 
fortunate to have him, as it was Brother Villmore, and accomplished painter* 
Bob Caris, converted to the church after the building had been started, with 
Carroll Bcrryman and Jack Peterson wore always there to help lead and take on 
positions of responsibility. Brother Bob Lewis would smile if he were called 
a leader in construction work, buty Brethorcn like him, Don Adams, Bean Benson, 
Lloyd Partridge, Ron Benson, Nelson Wright, and Doloy Gardner, were all leaders 
by virture of their willingness and dependability. Then there were those who 
made themselves conspicuous by being the "doers' 1 , men who were always there, 
evening after evening and Saturday after Saturday,, If an Honor Roll wore made 
up, it would look something like this. 



D. H. Deferd 

Jay E. Parrel 

Mike Ho or da 

Carroll Berrynan 

Paul Eckel 

Bob Chanbers 
Fredrick Mori an 
Alfred Kreutner 
Lester Card 
Fred Glosctot 
V. D. Adams 
Bonner Ritchie 
Arlin S jrensen 
George wi lino re 
Walter dlkinson 
Paul Vidnaier 
Ralph Findlay 
Ludwig Strottner 



Donald Khudson 
Dean Benson 
Torral Knudson 
Lo y d Par t r i dge 
Bob Telford 
Gary Lundbery 
Jack Peterson 
Jay Benson 
Dave Stenquist 
Hyruu Knudson 
Dennis Knudson 
R. -n Benson 
Frank Do lore 
Michael S til Irian 
Janes Schraner 
J hn Peterson 
Serve Huss 
Thurcan JUlnore 
Lynan Draper 



Gary Syne 
11 man he ven dal e 
Dennis Carbine 
Willi an Haygood 
Allen Lendes 
M. Schwab cl 
Robert Lewis 
EdLuberski 
W. Halter 
Mark Partridge 
Gary Lunt 
Larry Davis 
Fred Sorcnson 
L-than Niemann 
Max Kreutner 
David Hughes 
Maurice Murri 
Wn E. Perkins 
Stewart Trcfzger 



Gary Brcckbank 
Dp.ro Id Dougal 
Thomas Atkin 
Robert Hudson 
Bro. Dioncr 
Bro. Bayer 
Keith Bie singer 
Steve Tyler 
Le Ashby 
Cane r on Card 
Joe Card 
Robert Caris 
Gary Davis 
Tony Hugjies 
Bro. Oborlus 
Chester Wit e sides 
B >b Armstrong 
Sheldon Ewcll 



All of this however, still tells only part of the story* Every Saturday 
each worker on the jobsitc was given a warn meal, prepared by the ever faithful 
and hard working Relief S ciety Sisters. Buty as important as it was, the sisters 
weren't satisfied with this secondary job. They wanted to take part in a more 
direct way. as a result, keeping the building "p.. lice up ,f became an additional 
obligation. In this area the Gcrnan relief S ciety sister 1 set a fine example 
for their branch. Sister Scharf, the German belief Society President, was on 
the job every day, six days a week, for the last tw, n< nths of construe ti:n. 
This sweet soul was willing t'c do anything, all she wanted was work* 

By March of 1963, the tine had arrived tp consider the installation of the 
drapes in the new building. Because of the expense of the drapery material and 
the large an unt of material involved, (it t ,k nearly 1600 actors), Brother 
.Andrews of. the Church Building Committee felt it unwise fur the sister to under- 
take the making of the drapes* The branch members t ok issue with Brother 



„,s however, they felt they had already boon deprived of t> o nuch f tho 
<gng Kogrw to ,.1 low any pert of it to gc to waste. So, with pemLston 
father Berg, *nd under the supervision of Helol Bicsingcr, Glare Benson 
fj%* ^d, the Kaisorslautern sisters undertook the project that, l*00l' 
hours later, produced a n,st beautifully draped building. 

3y June 15, 1965, the new chapel was ready for inspection by the Building 
00 ^ittee, prior to the Thanksgiving Service. On this day an accident occurred 
in which Brother Jacob Snyder was seriously injured. Brother Snyder had been 
chosen to be the Building Custodian. Fortunately, Brother Snyder subsequently 
Mly recovered and was able to resume his duties at the chapel. After the 
Thanksgiving Services, a new oorvicemcn 's Branch presidency was installed. 
Brother Blaine Jensen was set apart as President, with Nelson Wright and Robert 
Telford as his counselors. To these men fell tho task of catching up on the 
construction odds and ends, and putting tho finishing touches on the building 
ih«t always come up at the last. It also became the responsibility of those 
men to set up and efficient and orderly schedule for the maintenance and use of 
the building. It is good to see how seriously Brother Jensen takes this respon- 
sibility. ^ 

These words of Prtisc arc a sincere attempt to give credit for the success 
of tho Kaiserslautcm project whoro it belongs, however, we recognize we must 
give credit to our heavenly Jfether for making all things possible. And next wo 
recognize how blessed we arc to be members of His Church, led by His Prophet. 
This Building Program, that has been sanctioned by the Prophet, offers a rare 
opportunity for us to express our love for our heavenly father. It seem fair to 
say that many people in Kaiserslautcm too advantage cf this opportunity, "on 
tho last 50°/, of the building construction, members of the combined branches 
logged m excess of 11,000 hours worked. The Building Missionaries were sup- 
ported as tho program required, and thousands of dollars wore raised that tho 
^ f n I r^^f" °**MKJ**JF too* not require. While in all honesty it must bo 
noted that better than 93* of the mentioned accomplishments wore by the American 
Branch, every German and American Brethem alike who tried to do their part 
can take pride in the finished building. ' 

_ People do not prove themselves to their Heavenly Father until they are 
willing to show their faith dy deeds as well as words. In the Building Froaram 
m Kaiserslautcm there was an exceptional show of faith by deeds, as the ' 
Supervisor of & nstructi.-n on tho Chapel, I came as tho teacher. 
However, I an leaving as the pupil. I will always treasure the lessons in faith 
taught me by the good Church members in Kaisorslautern, 



The above was extracted from previous Branch Historical Hepcrt, It was 
felt by the Branch Presidency that this story would be of intcront tc the 
present members 



Kaisorslautern Branch Presidency 
18 February 1967 



